Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



-j^: 



TWENTY -FIVE YEARS OF 
THE ANNALS OF CORNELL 
UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 1868- 
1893. 



ITHACA 
1893 






^J^isL ' 



^KVi 



'* •. t 



<?\^. 



ANNALS. 



x868. 

Ai the opening of tlie University on October 7, the 
"ibrary was lodged in the two middle rooms of Morrill Hall, 
at that time known only as South Building. 

The Library was then made up of the private library of 
Charles Anthon, numbering over 6000 volumes, and chiefly 
devoted to classical literature and philology ; the private li- 
brary of Franz Bopp. numbering about 2000 volumes, mainly 
dealing with comparative philology and oriental literature ; 
a small collection of works on agriculture made by Kzra 
Cornell ; and some 5000 volumes of modern scientific works 
purchased for the University by President White during his 
visit to Europe earlier in the year. When the University 
opened many of the books were still unpacked for lack of 
shelf room. In December the Librarian, Willard Fiske, 
arrived and took charge of the Library which remained under 
his direction until his resignation in 1883. 

The task of arranging the books was at once begun, and 
the first count of the library was made in the Christmas 
vacation, showing 15,400 volumes on the shelves. In the 
latter part of this year the British Government presented to 
the University a complete set of its Patent Specifications, 
but owing to lack of funds to bind them they remained 
stored in I.^ndon until 18S0. 

1869. 

In January, Goldwin Smith generously offered to give to 
the University his private library, numbering some 34CM 
volumes, chiefly historical works and editions of ancient and 
modern classics. In March the books arrived from England, 
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but it was upt until the summer vacation that they were 
fully arranged on the shelves. 

In February, John Mc Graw, one of the trustees of the 
University, recognizing the urgent need of larger accomoda- 
tion for the library, offered to erect a library building at a 
cost of $50,000. Plans were procured, and in the spring 
work was begun upon the foundations. At the first com- 
mencement, in June, the corner stone of Mc Graw Hall was * 
laid with masonic ceremonies, but for three years more the 
library continued to occupy its first quarters in Morrill Hall. 
The present Faculty room was then the reading room. 
The central portion of the room contained tables and benches 
for some 40 readers, and in book cases against the walls 
were arranged the bound periodicals, and the works on art, 
science, philosophy and religion. The present Registrar's 
office was filled with tall book cases containing the books in 
philology, literature, and history. 

1870. 

This year was fruitful in gifts. President White gave to 
the University his valuable collection of architectural works, 
and $1500 for its increase. Goldwin Smith gave $2500 for 
the purchase of historical works. William Kelly of Rhine- 
beck, one of the trustees of the University, gave $2250 for 
the purchase of mathematical works, thus forming the 
Kelly mathematical library. Ezra Cornell gave $1000 for 
the purchase of Agricultural works. In December of this 
year Samuel J. May, of Syracuse, presented the library with 
his collection of works relating to slavery. This was the 
beginning of the May Anti-Slavery collection, now one of 
the most complete in the country . 

1871. 

In this year large additions were made to the May col- 
lection by gifts of books from Mrs. Elizabeth Pease Nichols 



of Edinburgh, and Richard D. Webb of Diibliu. From 
Goldwin Smith came the gift of a collection of works on the 
history of Canada. President White added $iooo to his 
former gift for the purchase of architectural works. In June 
of this year the total number of volumes in the library was 
given as 27,000. 

1872. 

In January the private library of Jared Sparks, the histor- 
ian, numbering over 5,000 volumes, was purchased by the 
University, the money being advanced by Henry W. Sage. 
The hooks arrived in April and were temporarily stored in 
the attic of McGraw Hall which was then neariTig comple- 
tion. This collection was especially rich in American his- 
tory, containing all the standard authorities and a great 
number of contemporary colonial and revolutionary pam- 
phlets. Among the treasures of the collection was a vol- 
ume made np of a number of interesting autograph letters of 
Washington, Franklin, and Lafayette. The large collec- 
tion of maps and battle-plans of the period of the Revolu- 
tion, has frequently been drawn upon by hi.storians to illus- 
trate their works. 

Among the gifts of the year may be noted a unique col- 
lection of American newspapers, made by Ezra Cornell, con- 
taining notices of the death of Horace Greeley, forming a 
comprehensive exhibit of American journalism at that time. 
From W. L. Burt the library received a copy of the rare and 
costly " Horlus Eystettensis " with colored plates, concern- 
ing which Asa Gray wrote that it was probably the only 
copy in America. 

During the Hummer of this year McGraw Ha!l was com- 
pleted, and on October 5, the taski^j; of moving the books 
from the scattered rooms in Morrill Hall, in which it had be- 
come necessary to store them, was begun, and on Novem- 
ber 15, the library was thrown open to readers in its second 
home —the room now occupied by the archaeological museum 
— where it remained for nearly twenty years. 



1873. 

Upon the death of S, F. B. Morse, Ezra Cornell who had 
been associated with him in the erection of the first telegraph 
line, bought and presented to the library the works relating 
to telegraphy and electro- magnetism which had been owned 
by the inventor of the telegraph. Mr. Cornell also presented 
to the library in this year the WorksofG. B. and F. Piranesi, 
the celebrated engravers, being the set presented by Pope 
Ciement XIV to the Duke of Cumberland. In June of this 
year the total number of volumes in the library had reached 
34,100. 

1873-80. 

Up to the year 1873 the growth of the library, though ir- 
regular and spasmodic, had been/ rapid, but now began a 
period of financial distress, and the seven years from 1873 to 
1880 were indeed barren years in tlie annals of the library. 
The total increase in the number of books during this period 
was less than 3,000 volumes, from 34,^00 in 1873 to 37,026 in 
1880, The gifts, though neither many nor large in this 
period, still far outnumbered the purchases. In 1874 there 
came from Professor E- W. Evans, by bequest, his ccUectioii 
of works on Celtic literature and philology ; in 1876 by be- 
quest from Emil Schwerdtfeger, a small collection of classi- 
cal works ; in 1877 from Goldwin Smith the Heeren and 
Ukert collection of European history, and from C. D Cleve- 
land of Philadelphia, some valuable additions to the May 
collection. 

In December 1880, in response to an urgent appeal in be- 
half of the library, the trustees voted an appropriation of 
$20,000 for the increase of the library, of which $5,000 was 
made available for immediate use, and the first steps were 
taken towards bringing the library up to the times, and large 
orders for books were at once sent off. 



i88i. 

In this year the binding of the set of British Patent Speci- 
fications was completed, and it was shelved in the tower of 
McGraw Hall. In June, 1881, the total number of vol- 
umes in the library was 41,500. 

In September of this year occurred the untimely and la- 
mented death of Mrs. Jennie McGraw Fiske, who, by her 
will, bequeathed to the University the sum of two hundred 
thousand dollars and all her residuary estate, as a fund for 

tthe support, increase and maintenance of the library— a fund 
which it was estimated would exceed one million dollars. 
' 1882. 

In the course of this year the first instalment of Mrs. 
Fiske's bequest, amounting to $700,000, was received, and 
the future prosperity of the library seemed secure, A gener- 
al card catalogue of the library upon the dictionary plan was 
started, and the publication of a Library Bulletin was begun. 
In December advantage was taken of the sale of the li- 
brary of E. B. OCallaghan, the historiographer of New 
York, to make large purchases in the department of Ameri- 
_(an history, and many rare and costly works were secured. 

■ 1883. 

In January a statute was enacted establishing a Library 
council composed of the President, the Librarian, one mem- 
ber of the board of Trustees, and four members of the 
Faculty. To this council was entrusted the general super- 
vision of the library and the apportionment of the book 
funds. 

In the couree of the summer vacation a suit was begun 
contesting the will of Mrs. Fiske, and pending the issue of 
the contest, the library was deprived of the income from the 
fund bequeathed by her, and again had to depend upon an- 
nual appropriations from the general university funds. 



Happily these appropriations could now be made much 
larger than in former years, and a fair measure of growth 
ntaiiied. At the end of December, 1883, the number 
of volumes in the library was almost 50,000, the actual num- 
ber being 49,823. 

18S4. 

In this year Eugene Schuyler presented to the library an 
exceedingly valuable collection on Folklore, Russian history 
and Russian literature, numbering some 600 volumes. 

The increased accessions of the past three years had 
crowded the shelves of the one room allotted to the library, 
and the rooms in the north wing of the building, left vacant 
by the removal of the architectural department to its new 
building in 1883, were given over to library uses, one being 
fitted up as an historical seminary room. But still further 
extension of the library quarters was called for. In -the 
hope, however, of a speedy settlement of the will contest no 
action was taken. 

188s. 

r no large gift was recorded, aud the purchases 
were confined to the books most needed for current use in the 
departments. 

1S86. 

In January of this year the electric light was introduced 
into McGraw Hall, in order to give students the use of the 
library in the evenings, and the library hours, which up to 
this time had been from 8 a. m. to 5 p. ni., were extended to 
include the hours from 8 a. m. to 9.30 p. ra. 

In March of this year there was' purchased by the Uni- 
versity the law library of Merritt King, uuniljering over 
4000 volumes. These were stored in the attic room, once 
occupied by the Sparks collection, until the establishment ol 
the Ijaw School in 1887, when they were removed to the 
rooms occupied by the school in Morrill Hall. 
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I Among tlieaccessioiisof this year was a collection of letters 
'and documents relating to tlie history of the movement for 
establishing technical schools in the state of New Vork, con- 
taining much of interest for tlie early history of Cornell Uni- 
versity. 

In view of the pressing need for more book room a com- 
mittee of the Trustees was appointed to consider plans for a 
library building and preliminary sketches were obtained, 

■ 18S7. 

* In January of this year President White offered to give to 
the University his extensive historical library containing 
over 20,000 volumes and 10,000 pamphlets, upon condition 
that there should be provided a room for it in a fire-proof 
building and proper provision made for its maintenance. 
The offer was heartily accepted, and the final conditions of 
the gift were agreed to in July, but the books themselves did 
not come into the possession of the University until the com- 
pletion of the new library building in 1891. In October, the 
committee on a library building invited three architects to 
.send in corajietitive plan.? for a fire-proof building to accom- 
modate at least 400,000 volumes. 

[In this year by the liberality of Henry W. Sage the 
ucleus of a reference library fur the Philological seminary 
was formed, tlie finst of a series of separate seminary libraries. 
In June the competitive plans for the library building 
were submitted to the committee, and the plan by W. H. 
Miller, a former Cornellian, was adopted. Work was soon be- 
gun upon the excavations, and on Sept. 27, 1888, the first 
stone of the foundation walls was laid in place. 
I In Septemlwr. Henry W. Sage, recognizing the urgent 
Bed for the new building, generously offered to provide 
e funds for its construction and to endow it with a fund of 



$300,000 for the purchase of books, on the single condition 
that should the contest over Mrs. Fiske's will be decided in 
favor of the University the money advanced for this purpose 
should be repaid to him. 

18S9. 

During this year work on the building was vigorously 
prosecuted. On October 30 the corner stone was laid with 
formal ceremonies. Meanwhile the task of reclassifying the 
library upon an expansive system in preparation for its re- 
moval was begun by A. C. White, and satisfactory prog- 
ress was made. 

The gifts of the year included an interesting papyrus 
manuscript of the " Book of the Dead " presented by Presi- 
dent White, and the original manuscript of the "Shake- 
speare Key" by Charles and Mary Cowden-Clarke, pre- 
sented by Mrs, Cowden-Clarke. 

1890. 

In May of this year the final decision in the will contest 
was given by the Supreme Court of the United Slates, and 
by it the library was entirely deprived of the endowment 
bequeathed to it by Mrs. Fiske. Happily Mr. Sage's gen- 
erosity had provided tor this contingency, and the library 
was henceforth indebted to him for its new building, and its 
endowment for the purchase of books, 

1S91. 

In August of this year the removal of the library from its 
old home in Mc Graw Hall was safely accomplished. In 
September the President White Historical Library was trans- 
ferred to the actual custody of the University and arranged 
on the shelves of the handsome room assigned to it. On 
October 7 the new building and its endowment were formally 
presented to the University by the donor Henrj- W. Sage, 
and at the same time President White made the formal pre- 
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sentation of his Historical Library. The number of volumes 
on the shelves of the University Library in October, 1891, was 
a little over 105,000. In December of this year a remarkable 
collection of Rhaeto-Romanic Literature, numbering about 
one thousand volumes, was presented to the library by 
Willard Fiske. 

189a. 

In the spring of this year President White presented the 
library with an interesting collection of Mormon literature, 
and by purchase the University acquired the valuable collec- 
tion of conchological books belonging to Wesley Newcomb, 
while in every department large additions were made, and 
many important sets secured. 

1893, 

This, the twenty fifth year from the opening of the Uni- 
versity, has been made memorable by the number and ex- 
tent of the gifts to the library. First, there came at the be- 
ginning of the year the gift of the Moak law library of about 
12,000 volumes, from Mrs. A. M. Boardman and Mrs. G. R. 
Williams, a memorial of Judge Douglas Boardman, the first 
Dean of the Law School. Next, there came from a generous 
friend of the University who withholds his name, the private 
library of Friedrich Zarncke, estimated to contain about 13,- 
000 volumes, a rich collection of Germanic philology and 
German Literature. Though the purchase of this collection 
was made in June, it was only in the last days of September 
that the books were received at the library. During the 
summer vacation there was received from Willard Fiske an 
exceedingly rich collection of Dante literature to which con- 
stant additions are still being made. At present it numbers 
some 1800 volumes and pamphlets. From President White 
the library received several hundred volumes, among them 
some very rare and costly works descriptive of the corona- 
tions of the Russian Emperors. If the Zarncke library, the 
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purchase of which by the donor for the University was made 
within the period, be included, the gifts for the year ending 
July 31, 1893, amount to nearly 30,000 volumes, and the to- 
tal additions of the year by gift and purchase are nearly 
37,000 volumes. The ordinary additions by purchase for 
the remaining months of the year will be more than vSuffi- 
cient to bring the number of volumes in the library at the 
close of 1893 well above 150,000. 

G. W. H. 
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